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CONFIDENTIAL STATE 176381 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PFOR, CASC, CT, US 

SUBJECT: DETENTION OF WESTERN JOURNALIST 

REF: BANGUI 1567 

1 . REFTEL HAS BEEN REPEATED TO PRETORIA WHICH SHOULD 

BE INFO ADDRESSEE ON FUTURE TRAFFIC CONCERNING GOLDSMITH. 

2. FOR PRETORIA: ON JULY 14 TWO JOURNALISTS JONATHAN 
RANDAL OF WASHINGTON POST AND MICHAEL GOLDSMITH. AP COR- 
RESPONDENT, VISITING BANGUI WERE DETAINED BY LOCAL POLICE, 

AND LATER ACCUSED OF SPYING AND NON-COMPLIANCE WITH LAW 
REQUIRING REGISTRATION OF JOURNALISTS AND CENSORSHIP. 

ON JULY 21 IN PRESENCE OF GOVERNMENT AND DIPLOMATIC CORPS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 176381 

EMPEROR BOKASSA RELEASED RANDAL INTO CUSTODY OF AMERICAN 
CHARGE AND ORDERED HIM OUT OF COUNTRY. GOLDSMITH'S DE- 
TENTION WAS CONTINUED WITH ACCUSATION THAT HE WAS MISRE- 
PRESENTING HIMSELF AS BRITISH WHEN HE IN FACT WAS SOUTH 
AFRICAN. BASIS FOR THIS BELIEF MIGHT LIE IN FACT THAT 
GOLDSMITH FILED STORY FROM BANGUI TO AP OFFICE IN 
JOHANNESGURG. 
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3. BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE STATES GOLDSMITH BRITISH SUBJECT 
BORN 10/28/21 VIENNA, AUSTRIA AND BEARER OF UK PASSPORT 

C689664 ISSUED ALGIERS FEB. 2, 1976. 

4. AS SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT HAS ECONOMIC RELATIONS 
WITH CAE, RUMOR IN BANGUI IS THAT GOLDSMITH BEING USED 
TO PRY MORE MONEY OUT OF SOUTH AFRICA. 

5. IF GOCAE PERSISTS IN TAKING LINE THAT GOLDSMITH SOUTH 
AFRICAN OR IF HE ACTUALLY IS DUAL CITIZEN, WE PRESUME 
THAT HMG WILL SOLICIT SAG ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING HIS 
RELEASE. 

6. SINCE GOLDSMITH NOT AMERICAN, USG HAS NO GROUNDS TO 
CONTINUE ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT WITH GOCAE IN ATTEMPT TO GAIN 
HIS RELEASE. NONETHELESS, GOLDSMITH WORKS FOR AP AND 
DEPARTMENT INTERESTED IN CASE. 

7. ABOVE FYI ONLY. WOULD APPRECIATE REPORT OF ANY 
APPROACH MADE TO YOU ON THIS SUBJECT. VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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